
SP130.01
Building Area: (sf)
214 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$82 / sf

Construction Cost
$17,500

Date of Completion:
March 2022

Program Summary:
A multilevel treehouse accessible to all ages and levels of physical 
ability that is immersed in the natural surroundings without disturbing 
them. 

Program Statement:
The clients live in a suburban neighborhood on a large lot that is 
landscaped with mature native plants and trees. They wanted a 
treehouse that could be enjoyed by the whole family, including their 
non-ambulatory granddaughter. The treehouse is visible from their 
kitchen, but also blends in with the surrounding vegetation.

The structure touches the ground intermittently and through the use 
of cantilevers minimizes disturbance of the site. The lower level is 
accessed by a ramp from an existing stone patio and has ample 
room for play, exterior seating, and a wheelchair. 

The upper level cantilevers over the lower platform just below the 
tree canopy. It is scaled down to feel safe and comfortable to 
younger children. A trap door attaches to a terra cotta flower pot that 
acts as a counterweight making its operation smooth and easy.

A minimal railing system of wood and hog-wire not only preserves 
views from the treehouse, but through the treehouse to the trees 
surrounding it.
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The treehouse nestles between 
existing oak trees adjacent to a 
stone paved patio.

The platforms cantilever off of steel 
tubes so that the structure touches 
the ground as lightly as possible. A 
ramp allows easy access to persons 
of all abilities. This is particularly 
important as the clients have a 
grandchild who is wheel chair bound.
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FIRST LEVEL:

The First Level of the platform is 
larger to accommodate furniture, a 
future swing, as well as someone in 
a wheelchair.

SECOND LEVEL:

The Second Level is accessed by a 
built-in ladder and is of a smaller 
scale as it will be used principally by 
the younger grand children. 
However, it is large enough to 
accommodate an adult who may 
want to use the second level as a 
sort of “blind” for birdwatching. The 
trap door connects to a terra cotta 
counter weight making it safe and 
easy to operate.
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Each steel column has its own 
independent footing in order to 
minimize excavation and disturbance 
to the site. Minimalist railings give 
the treehouse an overall sense of 
transparency.
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UPPER PLATFORM:
The upper platform is just below the 
bottom of the lower tree canopy 
giving occupants the feeling that 
they are up in the trees without 
disturbing the habitat.

LOWER PLATFORM:
Sitting on the lower platform you are 
just above the tops of the bushes 
and secondary plants. The 
cantilevered structure gives one the 
feeling that the platform is floating.



SP130.06

VIEW OF TREEHOUSE FROM LIVING ROOM

TRAP DOOR W/ COUNTER WEIGHT VIEW OF PATIO FROM LOWER LEVEL
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As the treehouse wood greys over 
time and the vegetation around it 
continues to grow, it will fade into the 
landscape more and more.
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