
SP-135.01
Building Area: (sf)
4224

Cost per Square Foot: 
$227

Construction Cost
$960,000

Date of Completion:
November 2020

Program Summary:
A new public amenity pavilion for a neighborhood park.

Program Statement:
Working with the city and the park commission, we re-envisioned the 
playground as a symbol of community resilience. The new 
community space was designed to maintain a light footprint and 
incorporate the upcycling of shipping containers into a valuable 
shared space for neighborhood residents.



SP-135.02
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

A community meeting brought out 
the following needs:

+ lack of community meeting space

+ outdated restroom facilities

+ lack of seating at basketball court

+ need to have new construction 
meet current flood requirements -
this meant elevating the project 3 
feet... 

+ creation of additional shaded 
areas

+ concession stand

…all with a limited budget!

before photo of the park



SP-135.04
CREATE A HILL

Since the building had to be lifted 
three feet, new program 
opportunities were created by this 
slight change in elevation. On the 
side of the building open to the park, 
a new hill affords the opportunity for 
the space to be used as an 
amphitheater for performances, 
music, and movie nights.

The hill creates a direct connection 
to the rest of the park, making the 
building approachable and 
accessible. The new facility is not 
just for the basketball court, it’s now 
an amenity for the entire playground. 



SP-135.05
CAST IN PLACE
BLEACHERS

There was a lack of seating
before at the basketball court
prior to the new pavilion.

Cast in place bleachers are
formed around and knitted
into the current engineered
metal structure, creating
connections between the
new program and existing site
facilities



SP-135.03
LIFTED 3 FEET

Early in the design process, we had 
the idea of using shipping containers 
for the small spaces, and creating 
larger spaces by enclosing the 
space between containers under a 
roof with a generous overhang.

The containers sit on a concrete 
foundation over void forms, which 
helped to limit the amount of fill 
needed on site.

Shipping containers need substantial 
re-work for them to function as 
building elements. We needed to 
invent details for how the container 
could sit relative to the concrete 
walkway to allow for an accessible 
pathway into the building, how the 
container doors would open since 
the lock rods sat below the line of 
the floor, and how to insulate and 
create openings within the 
containers.



SP-135.06
SHIPPING CONTAINER
MODULE

The shipping containers became the 
building blocks for the project. 
Program could be stuffed inside 
them and the space between 
containers could be used for meeting 
space and exterior walkways. 

The logic of the shipping container 
began to affect the overall design 
strategy too. The building could offer 
robust protection and clearly indicate 
when the facility is open or closed. 



SP-135.07
FLOOR PLAN

1 Concessions
2 Storage
3 Restroom
4 Public Breezeway
5 Kitchen
6 Community Meeting
7 Office
8 Mechanical
9 Bleachers
10 Hill
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SP-135.08
A PLACE FOR MEETING

By using the space between 
containers, a simple flexible space 
was created, doubling the container 
module in plan. The much-needed 
meeting room takes advantage of 
the canopy structure, allowing for 
higher ceilings.



SP-135.09
STORM READY

The city wanted the ability to 
completely shut the building down at 
the end of the day, or when a 
hurricane approaches.

The inherent toughness of shipping 
containers influenced all of the 
architectural detailing of the project, 
ensuring that the building would 
stand up to hard use and play – as 
well as the unique demands of our 
climate.



SP-135.10
COMMUNITY AGAIN

This project truly demonstrates how 
smart planning can make a limited 
budget perform -- every element has 
multiple uses and the spaces are 
flexible. 

This unique project has reconnected 
a community and extended the use 
of the park.
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