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Building Area: (sf)
4282 sqft

Cost per Square Foot: 
$56

Construction Cost
$240,000

Date of Completion:
October 2016

Program Summary:
An outdoor classroom pavilion and support spaces for a teaching garden 
serving the students at a New Orleans charter school and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

Program Statement:
This garden pavilion, greenhouse, and smaller teaching spaces are 
located on a linear site between a charter school and a neighborhood 
park. The site is bracketed by two major program components, the 
greenhouse and the pavilion, which are linked with a central circulation 
spine. That central walkway is populated with multiple louvered trellis 
structures that serve as teaching “nodes.” These help activate the 
walkway and divide the site into different planting zones. Each trellis 
structure is designed to be planted out with climbing vines. The walkway 
culminates at the pavilion, which is raised about 3’, introducing grade 
changes that encourage different types of site hydrology. The pavilion 
utilizes a prefabricated structure as a nod to nearby vernacular urban 
park structures, and as a way to explore new articulations of industrial 
building types.  



SP25.02
The elementary school  gardening-
based education program was in need 
of outdoor teaching spaces. The entry 
pavilion and greenhouse seen here 
lead to a series of additional teaching 
spaces. The series of small structures 
host of gardening classes and food 
systems based education in New 
Orleans



SP25.03
The project is sited at the threshold 
between a Charter School campus and 
surrounding neighborhood park.

While the garden structure primarily 
serves classes of students during the 
day, it is also meant to be open to the 
community and encourage neighbors 
to use the garden and pavilion for 
parties and social gatherings.

The orientation of the project 
reinforces the connection to both sets 
of users. The north end is open towards 
the sidewalk for access by both 
neighbors and students. The south end 
opens into Oak Park, and provides 
access and views to the surrounding 
oak trees and ball field. 
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The project required two main 
programmatic elements. The first was 
an existing prefabricated greenhouse. 
The second was a covered outdoor 
classroom that doubles as a pavilion 
for school and community events.

To take full advantage of the long, 
narrow site, the program elements are 
placed at either end, bracketing the 
site, and are linked with a walkway 
“ribbon” serving as a central 
circulation spine. 

The central circulation spine is 
programed along the way with 
teaching nodes where the walkway 
ribbon widens to form gathering space 
and sometimes wraps up to form 
louvered shade structures.

In addition to activating multiple  parts 
of a large site and allowing the site to 
be used by different groups at the 
same time, these nodes also divide the 
site into different planting zones that 
will be built out over time. Each node 
provides access to a different types of 
vegetables, trees, and herbs. 
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The walkway ribbon begins at the 
north end of the site to welcome 
students walking over from the school. 
The ribbon wraps around the existing 
greenhouse to form a “porch” at its 
entry.  The louvered screen provides 
shade to the gathering area below, and 
also separates instructional space from 
adjacent service and composting area. 
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The steel framed louvered trellis 
structures that populate the walkway 
were conceived of as both louvered 
shade devices, providing protection 
from the sun, as well as planted 
trellises that can be inhabited, so 
students can walk along and 
underneath green surfaces.

The louvers, which sit on the inside 
face of the trellis structures, are 
composed to leave voids where the 
trellis rods (attached to the outside 
face of the structure) peek through. As 
the site matures, these voids will be 
planted out with grapevines and other 
climbing plants. 

The louvers are a composite material 
made from recycled plastic. This 
product was selected for its durability 
in a high-traffic educational  
environment, and it’s ability to offer 
vivid colors with low maintenance. A 
gradient of blues and greens was 
selected to complement the 
surrounding sky and vegetation, and as 
a nod to the Arthur Ashe’s school 
colors. 

The recycled plastic louvers also keep 
with  the spirit of the organization, 
which teaches students to learn about 
and care for the world around them. 
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The louvers create shadow play that 
contrasts and complements the 
organic shapes of the surrounding 
vegetation. 
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The end of the ribbon wraps up to form 
an entry to the pavilion.

The pavilion sits on a compacted earth 
berm, about 3’ above the adjacent 
grade. In addition to offering long 
views back over the gardens, the 
elevation change also reinforces the 
teaching pavilion’s importance as the 
pinnacle of the site. 

The berm also introduces different 
hydrology into the site. At its base are 
subsurface gravel beds, to be planted 
out with native water loving plants to 
help mitigate storm water on the site. 

The pavilion’s superstructure is  a 
prefabricated metal building, often 
used in industrial applications. The use 
of an efficient structure was  a way to 
make the most out of the fewest pieces 
and the limited project budget.

The goal was to reimagine the 
industrially efficient building type in 
order to find a different life and spirit 
through a new articulation. 

The pavilion is also a nod to the urban 
vernacular architecture of covered 
basketball gyms in many parks 
throughout the city.
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The classroom provides flexible 
instruction space for classes or small 
groups to gather in. 
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The side wall of the pavilion is infilled 
with narrow concrete block, turned on 
its side to form an open screen wall. 
The wall allows filtered light through 
while maintaining a spatial boundary. 
One bay  is partially open to provide 
views out while students stand at the 
washing station. 

The roof of the structure is made with 
typical R-panel metal roofing, rolled 
upside down so the color is visible  
from inside the teaching space. 
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The pavilion terminates at the south 
end in a series of terraced planter beds. 

Students in the classroom area get 
hands-on access to the herbs and fruit 
trees growing there and are 
encouraged to climb through the beds 
as they learn about the plants. 

The planter beds are oriented towards 
the public park, opening out towards 
the ballfield across the way. 
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The pavilion serves as a background to 
many school and community events, 
including Sweet Potato Fest, where 
students and neighbors harvest the 
year’s crop of sweet potatoes from the 
garden, complete with a parade 
“Krewe du Tater,” potato themed 
crafts, and contests for the largest, 
weirdest, ugliest, and best sweet 
potatoes harvested.

At left, cell phone photos of the project 
hosting events and activities
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A farm-based science class in session at 
the  larger pavilion.



Project Name:
Arthur Ashe Oak Park Edible Schoolyard New 
Orleans

Project Location:
5139 Cartier Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70122

Owner/Client:
Firstline Schools

Architect(s) of Record:
(names and addresses)
Colectivo
1631 N. Dorgenois St
New Orleans, LA 70115

Project Team:
Seth Welty, Emilie Taylor Welty, AIA
Sarah Satterlee, William Slattery

Consultants:
Walter Zehner, Structural Engineer

General Contractor:
Colectivo Technologies
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