
SP350.01
Building Area: (sf)
2,056 sf
Porch: 111 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
(withheld)

Construction Cost
(withheld)

Date of Completion:
November 2021

Program Summary:
New porch to enhance and identify the primary entrance to a historic 
single-family residence.

Program Statement:
At this historic single family home, the floor plan had been laid out 
with the living area focused toward the rear, and two bedrooms 
directly off the existing front porch. The family’s main entrance is 
from the side street, near the center of the house. This has caused 
confusion since the family moved in due to the nondescript nature of 
the entrance and the inaccessibility of the front porch. This project 
strives to create a more intentional entrance that will guide visitors, 
provide cover, and enhance the sequence from street/sidewalk into 
the house. It was a tight condition in plan, which led to a linear 
design that facilitates entry from the side street but does not hinder 
movement from the front of the house to the back yard. The design 
includes enlarged, single lite openings to flood a formerly dark 
hallway with light, visually connect the porch to the living room, and 
act as a glowing jewel box at night. A new canopy cover provides 
shade and protection from rain while allowing light to filter down. A 
bench seat doubles as a shelf for plants. A wood framed porch + 
steps are complimented by alternating treads of poured concrete. 
The end of the porch is semi-enclosed using a freestanding planter 
with creeping plants on a cable trellis system. At the interior, an 
existing bookcase was modified to give space for the “front” door, a 
portion of its shelves now facing the side street and becoming a point 
of visual interest. 



SP350.02
A single family residence, renovated 
over time to accommodate a growing 
family, resulted in a floor plan that 
was functionally successful inside, 
but which created confusion for 
guests and other visitors coming to 
the house. 

The project consisted of 
modifications to the historic front 
entrance to eliminate the individual 
concrete steps up to each door and 
install a new raised porch without 
stairs. This created a better outdoor 
space for the two bedrooms here 
and reinforced a defensible space in 
front of the doors and windows. 

In the distance on the left is visible 
the new porch entrance. A 
freestanding planter and trellis cable 
system above will give a lush quality 
to this view, while the new canopy 
announces the main entrance.



SP350.03
Existing Conditions.

Left: The existing front of the house 
condition, with individual stairs + 
handrails up to the doors. Behind 
this facade are two bedrooms. One 
project goal was to reconfigure this 
porch, so it is technically 
inaccessible from the sidewalk, 
thereby providing some indication to 
visitors that this isn’t the primary 
entrance and creating a defensible 
space for the bedrooms.

Right: A view from the front of the 
house toward the existing primary 
entrance. To the left is visible the 
wood fence, beyond which is the 
street. The narrow conditions 
thereby called for a linear scheme.  
Also clear in this image is the 
nondescript nature of this entrance, 
lack of a decent-sized landing, and 
no cover/protection for the door 
itself.
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The site plan shows clearly the 
conflict between the historic 
entrance of the house and the 
owner’s actual entrance. The porch 
was added to mark that entrance, 
while the front porch was modified to 
be inaccessible from the walkways.

A series of cascading stairs in a 
platform layout created various 
layers of elevation at the new porch 
steps, in a combination of wood and 
poured concrete. The bench is 
tucked into the corner, flanked on 
two sides by oversized openings.

Site Plan: New Entry Porch

Enlarged Plan: New Porch, Existing Porch Modifications



SP350.05
Utilizing materials complimentary to 
the historic house (wood slat siding, 
canopy, and porch floor) along with 
new steel, poured concrete, and 
bespoke details allow the new entry 
porch to be a distinctive, modern 
element that can clearly be read in 
contrast to the existing fabric. The 
brick walkway that extends from 
front of house to the backyard is 
repaired for a clear pathway through 
the narrow side yard. 
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West Elevation – Proposed

West Elevation – Demolition
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As seen from the side street, this 
new porch entry is clearly a primary 
element on the façade, and one that 
draws guests and visitors alike to the 
correct location for access. The door 
is on axis with the low fence along 
the sidewalk.

Detailing the canopy with slatted 
wood over framing, with a cover of 
standing seam clear polycarbonate 
provides shelter and partial shade 
while allowing an interesting play of 
light and shadow throughout the day. 
Alignment of the wood canopy, 
cladding, and porch floor was 
carefully considered and integrated 
into the built design. 

Visible through the door is the 
modified bookcase that can be seen 
in subsequent images in this 
submission. 

Entry Porch Plan Entry Porch Framing Plan
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The composition of the new 
openings includes large plate glass 
below the canopy, and a layer of 
transom lites above the canopy. The 
interior hallway in this location is 
narrow, and the extra light from the 
transoms helps to open up the hall 
and imbue it with a grander 
expression as would be found in a 
formal entry foyer/vestibule. 

It also allows views up into the tree 
canopy beyond.

Section at Windows & Bench
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Through the new corner opening is a 
view through the open living area 
through to the backyard. Of 
importance to the project was 
creating views to the lush 
landscaping around the house, 
dissolving the line between indoors 
and outdoors. 

Awning Detail

Bench Detail

Concrete Step Detail

Step Detail
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Left: View toward the side street 
from the new entry door.

Right: View from the living area 
through the hall toward the entry 
door. The corner opening is a large 
feature that floods the space with 
light and has direct views to lush 
greenery outside. 

Bottom: The bookcase against the 
far wall had, originally, extended to 
the outside wall. To maintain the axis 
we wanted, that bookcase was 
pulled back from the exterior wall 
and new shelves facing the street 
were built as part of the casework. 

Bookcase Plan
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