
SP-410.01
Building Area: (sf)
1800

Cost per Square Foot: 
Withheld

Construction Cost
Withheld

Date of Completion:
01 November 2018

Program Summary:
The adaptive reuse of an existing Quonset hut into offices for a 
community capital specialty finance firm with a good sense of humor.

Program Statement:
“Have you ever heard of a Quonset hut?” 

Approached by a well-regarded finance firm that specializes in 
developments that have high impact on communities through 
environmental or social focuses, we were asked if we’d look at a 
rather odd existing structure that their offices might occupy.

In keeping with the client's mission to engage in capital investments 
that are about reuse and recycling – of course we said it could be 
figured out!

The programmatic goal: Create a one-of-a-kind office environment in 
keeping with the business mission that physically showcases to 
prospective clients that “we put our money where our mouth is.”

The architectural program: 6 offices, a conference room, kitchen and 
bathrooms.

“Founded in 2005, (we are an) impact-driven specialty finance firm 
committed to building a smarter world through smarter finance.”  
-client quote



SP-410.02
A BUILDING TO SUPPORT THE 
CLIENT’S MISSION & VISION

“Since 2005, (we have) invested in 
over 35 projects and businesses 
located in low-income communities 
across the Southern U.S. These 
investments create or maintain an 
estimated 4,300+ full time jobs and 
4,000+ construction jobs.”

-client quote 



SP-410.03
FRONT PORCH

Even though conceptually a Quonset 
hut may appear like an extrusion, it 
really is a series of metal vaults 
screwed together.

We wanted to help the front of the 
structure by creating a more inviting 
front porch using the actual primary 
structure of the building. Seemed 
reasonable and logical…until you 
realize that the series has a specific 
start and end. Of course, extending 
the vault at the rear would be far 
easier than the front. We worked 
with the fabricators to make custom 
cap pieces to allow the extension to 
seamlessly happen for the front 
porch without letting in any water!

Adding windows proved to be much 
easier than we’d imagined: buy the 
kit, get out the Sawzall, make a 
window!

before photo



SP-410.04
BREAKING APART AND PUTTING 
BACK TOGETHER

Renovating an existing Quonset hut 
is no small feat. The building 
required a complete re-imagining of 
the front facade to make it not only 
more welcoming, but to reach out 
spatially though the primary axis to 
the street–and most importantly, 
creating a sense of place and bold 
identity.



SP-410.05
CREATE SEMI-PRIVATE OFFICES

The client described the need for an 
in-between office – not an open 
office, and not stuffy private offices 
with no connection to others.

The trick of course was to also 
provide spaces that could 
accommodate the need for private 
conversations too. We learned early 
on that the acoustic nature of a 
Quonset hut allows you to softly 
speak on one side of the vault and 
clearly hear what is being said on 
the other side of the vault.

Use of a prefabricated wall system 
and doors to construct most of the 
office space allowed the space not 
only to close individually but to fully 
open up to elevate engagement. 
Since the vault is self supporting, 
installation of the system was more 
like installing cabinets than building 
walls. 

before photo



SP-410.06
FLOOR PLAN

1 lobby
2 conference
3 office
4 kitchen
5 toilet

The floor plan placed most of the 
offices along one wall, the principal 
offices at the rear near the back 
door, while the existing services 
remained along the opposite side of 
the office block.

The front of the hut was reserved for 
public spaces, including a lobby and 
conference room. The lobby space 
was sized the same as an office in 
the event the company needed a 
visitor office or needed to add 
another team member.



SP-410.07
POLYCARBONATE ENTRY

The front of the building is a double 
layer of high impact polycarbonate 
wall panels. The entire wall is 
constantly awash with light and 
emphasizes the conceptual 
execution through to the street of the 
form.

We had concerns about the solar 
heat gain on the mostly west facing 
polycarbonate wall, but the client 
was reluctant to employ any 
mitigation strategies before seeing 
how the building performed. After a 
few seasons in the building, we 
found that the double layer of 
polycarbonate, with 8” studs 
between, created the shade 
necessary to keep the wall cool. 



SP-410.08
MEET HERE...

No stuffy board rooms...the 
conference room placed near the 
entry acts as the buffer between 
office work and client access.

Art on the walls and acoustic panels 
stop the travel of voices across the 
vault. 



SP-410.09
FRONT AT DUSK

“I can have colored lights in the 
wall?! Why didn’t you say so? Let’s 
do it.”
–client quote

“No way are we tearing this thing 
down...”
–architect quote
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