
SP-95.01
Building Area: (sf)
100 s.f.

Cost per Square Foot: 
$60 /s.f.

Construction Cost
$6,000

Date of Completion:
2016

Program Summary:
Like a bit of makeup and a few pieces of jewlry, these modest 
design moves transformed the DNA of a banal rental property.  

Program Statement:
The power of this design lies in its restraint and economy of moves.  
The goal was to develop distinction on an extremely modest budget. 
The first element in this transformation is an entry awning/planter 
box.  The awning protects the entry to a rental unit and directs rain 
water into the planter box. The planter box hides the sewer cleanout 
stack and forms a privacy barrier in front of the bathroom window.  
The second element stores fire wood and was placed in front of a 
windowless façade facing a public park - hiding the building’s 
condenser units. The final component of the project was selecting 
the exterior paint color.  The light green color provides visual impact 
while matching the color of new growth on the surrounding trees and 
plants. 

Seen as strategic catalysts, these modest design moves altered the 
property’s  DNA - allowing the owners to more than double the rent 
for their Airbnb.  The awning/planter and structure for wood storage 
were fabricated with 1/8 thick Cortin plate  - weathering to a natural 
rust color.  Each component is designed with an economy of 
material and moves.  Folding standard sheets minimized welding 
and material waste.  The foundation under each accessory is a 1” 
thick fiberglass matrix filled with gravel.  The components are 
freestanding and can be moved with a fork lift - eliminating the need 
to pull a costly permit.  



SP-95.02

This modest project is located on 
Bainbridge Island, Washington.  
Strategically located in the Puget 
Sound, Bainbridge Island, is 
connected to downtown Seattle by a 
30 minute ferry ride.  The island is a 
popular destination for people living 
in Seattle as well as tourists.

The the site of this project is within 
walking distance of the ferry 
terminal.  
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Conceptual Rendering showing the 
awning/planter.   

All the components in this project  
are movable and do not attach to the 
building - therefore pulling a costly 
permit was not required.  
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Fabrication drawings  for the 
awning/planter. The design was 
accomplished with 2 - 4’ x 10’ sheets 
of 1/4” Cortin steel .  The design 
resulted  in almost no wasted 
material.  Tailings were used to 
reinforce the inside corners of the 
planter. Folding the plate reduced 
the need for welding.  
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The awning protects the entry from 
rain and prevailing winds. The metal 
will weather to a natural rust color.  
The planter box hides the sewer 
cleanout and forms a privacy barrier 
in front of the bathroom window. 

The folds in the awning create a 
structurally stable form.  The 
cantilever is counter balanced by the 
planter forming a symbiotic whole.
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With a few elegant folds the awning 
creates a structurally stable form and 
collects water directing it into the 
planter box.  The planter box serves 
as a counter weight to the 
cantileverd awning  and  allows the 
excess water to seep into the ground 
thru the permeable surface below.   
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An additional planter box, made from 
the remaining material, helps define 
a private seating area within an 
European style auto court.  None of 
the project elements require a 
concrete footing but rather are 
supported by a fiberglass matric 
hidden beneath the permeable drive. 
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Another accessory was a structure 
to store fire wood. The Cortin plate is 
formed into an sculptural truss that 
touches the ground in only two 
places.  This helps with air 
circulation and keeps the wood dry.  
The top cord of the truss is sloped to 
shed rain water.  

The truss is wide enough to load 
wood on both sides - maximizing 
storage capacity and allowing the 
outer edges to remain flush.  
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In the Pacific Northwest it is said that 
someone’s character can be 
determined by how they manage 
their firewood.  So, this component 
certainly leaves an impression. 

This element was placed in front of a 
windowless façade adjacent to a 
public park and well traveled walking 
path.  Pulled away from the building 
the structure hides the condensing 
units and electric meter.  
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