
UP-140.01
Building Area: (sf)
7,200 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
Unbuilt - TBD

Construction Cost
Unbuilt - TBD

Date of Completion:
Estimated Completion 
2022

Program Summary:
The Chapel will serve the campus community as an environmentally 
sensitive sacred space.

Program Statement:
Our team recognized nearby Gothic-style buildings and composed 
the Chapel with context in mind. As a result, the design elevates the 
harmony between structures by begetting its contemporary style. 
Threaded throughout the design is a sense of mass within space; the 
intent is to evoke a sense of permanence, as seen in other buildings 
on campus. Qualitatively, the building evokes calmness, warmth, and 
mystery. The outward expression implements board-formed cast-in-
place concrete to produce an earthen quality. In addition, the 
façade's scale and texture adds softness to the reading of the 
building.

In the Chapel's circular shape and connected reflective spaces, 
visitors receive a sense of wholeness and invitation to community. 
Internally, the repetition of the circular motif further realizes the value 
of the oneness of a campus community learning together to integrate 
the pursuits of faith and reason.

Ample natural, diffuse daylight will wash the interior and offer an 
inviting and natural environment. An oculus is positioned within the 
sanctuary's ceiling to connect with the sky and heavens. In addition, 
large glass entry doors allow for a direct visual link from the campus 
into the heart of the sanctuary and vice versa, creating a welcoming 
addition to the campus community.



UP-140.02
Campus Site Plan

Situated in the heart of campus, the 
chapel serves as a contemplative 
space for faculty, staff, students, and 
visitors to the university. 



UP-140.03
Sketches + Precedence

Inspiration for the building's form 
was derived from a circular motif that 
reflects a sense of wholeness and 
an invitation to gather and celebrate. 

The circular spaces collide in plan to 
form thresholds between spaces. 



UP-140.04
Exterior Façade View

The symmetrical façade is reinforced 
by a central pathway that unites it to 
the university's academic quad.



UP-140.05
Floor Plan

Internally, the repetition of the 
circular motif realizes the value of 
the oneness of a campus community 
learning together to integrate the 
pursuits of faith and reason.

Inspired by a commitment to 
challenging hierarchical spatial 
dynamics, each room’s circular form 
interlocks with its adjacent space to 
foster a sense of spatial equity: 
promoting the users to explore how 
we are all connected by our inherent 
human dignity.

The circular layout also creates 
continuous, non-linear networks of 
circulation within the building akin to 
that of a labyrinth: embracing the 
Latin principle of solvitur ambulando
which means “it is solved by 
walking”. This invites users on a 
journey of faith with no beginning 
and no end.



UP-140.06
Exterior Façade View

Board-formed cast-in-place concrete 
produces an earthen quality to the 
exterior skin.



UP-140.07
Exterior Façade View

Subtle sloped reveals illustrate the 
building's reverence to the greater 
context while maintaining its identity 
as a contemporary worship space. 



UP-140.08
Exterior Entrance View

Recessed lighting illuminates the 
front entrance, where elongated 
mullions mimic the cruciform shape 
from within the sanctuary. 



UP-140.09
Chapel Interior View

An oculus allows light to pour onto 
the baptismal font. The coffered light 
recess illuminates the dome’s 
natural geometry. 



UP-140.10
Chapel Interior View

Slender windows capture moments 
of campus life. 

These picture windows act as portals 
to the meditative space within the 
sanctuary and offered framed views 
of nature. 

These framed views remind the 
users that their faith is not contained 
within the footprint of the chapel but 
rather extends into the broader 
campus and ecology of place.



UP-140.11
Chapel Interior View

Adjoining the sanctuary is an 
intimate Community Gathering 
Space that is carved out of the plan.

The room is a circle in plan which 
escapes the boundary of the 
chapel’s exterior wall reminding 
users of their intimate belonging to 
the larger community.

The Community Gathering Space 
provides a dedicated inter-faith 
facility that is purposefully devoid of 
iconography to foster a sense of 
belonging for the larger community.



UP-140.12
Narthex Interior View

A view from the circular narthex 
frames the altar and apse beyond. 
The nave is flanked by simple oak 
furniture. 
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