
UP-170.01
Building Area: (sf)
23,085

Cost per Square Foot: 
N/A

Construction Cost
N/A

Date of Completion:
N/A

Program Summary:
This 23,085 sf on-campus hub seeks to expand executive education 
and professional development through a regional destination for 
innovation and learning. 

Program Statement:
This project, designed for a university campus, seeks to expand 
executive education and professional development through a 
regional destination for innovation and learning. 
The site, to the east of Beach Park Place, expands the presence of 
the school’s campus along Highway 90, creating an opportunity for a 
highly visible landmark for campus. In tandem with other university 
satellites at nearby Stennis Space Center, the Port of Gulfport, the 
Gulf and Ship Island Building, and the Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory, the project seeks to convene innovators across the gulf, 
forming a network of resources to support the Blue Economy and 
position the school as a leader in research and innovation.
In design, the team looked to augment and bolster the beauty of the 
project’s natural surroundings, a grove of live oaks. In 
accommodating their preservation, the design team navigated a 
challenging, irregular site. The result—two buildings, with different 
programs, that bend and wind around the trees while sharing a 
common exterior covered porch, a mainstay of southern traditions. 
The south building is tailored to smaller groups and touchdown 
spaces, with the north building focused on flexible, large gathering 
space that will attract visitors from across the region. 



UP-170.02
Vision

A series of in-depth interviews with 
stakeholder groups established the 
goals and objectives for this 
transformative executive education 
center on the school’s campus. 

The information gathered 
determined a clear direction for the 
design, one which is both innovative 
and respectful of the campus 
context, and its surrounding live 
oaks, while simultaneously creating 
a hub for professional development 
with strong links to the community, 
via flexible spaces that promote a 
variety of formal and informal uses in 
a beautiful, durable structure.



UP-170.03
Preserving the Landscape

The site is on the eastern edge of 
the school’s campus and will extend 
the perception of the school's 
frontage along Highway 90. The 
project will act as a landmark for the 
community highlighting the 
university’s commitment to 
innovation within the 100-year 
tradition of higher education at this 
site.

The primary consideration for 
working at this site is the 
preservation of the live oak grove, 
every consideration intended to work 
around the healthy trees and restore 
the native habitat. Views in and 
through the tree canopy are a 
primary design opportunity.

This university’s campus includes a grove of live oaks, an 
iconic landscape component of the campus. Early 
requirements for the project maintained this adjacent 
habitat should be preserved at all costs. 

A Master Plan completed prior to the project identified a 
25,000SF footprint for the building, that when inserted into 
the site would surely damage several live oaks. At the 
same time, a monolithic block felt at odds with preserving 
access to the outdoors, daylight, and views. 

An early design approach explored options to find a clear 
space between the trees and break down the scale of the 
building into narrow elements to preserve the connection 
to the landscape. 

Lastly the team looked at ways to ensure the building 
remained connected to the historic campus, with a 
continuous path for clear wayfinding, as well as 
recreation. 



UP-170.04
Existing Context

A view from the site through the live 
oak grove showcases the serene 
sense of place and connection to the 
natural environment the project 
might afford. 

Early concepts explored the 
intersection of materials and design 
interventions that would celebrate 
the natural surroundings, namely 
warm woods, white finishes, and 
ample glazing paired with carved 
apertures framing adjacent views.



UP-170.05
Early Design Explorations

Early explorations explored the 
intersection of materials and design 
interventions that would celebrate 
the natural surroundings, namely 
warm woods, white finishes, and 
ample glazing paired with carved 
apertures framing adjacent views.



UP-170.06
Framing Views

The resulting design is an icon of 
materiality and form. The building 
was designed to minimize impact on 
site, maintaining a seamless 
integration with the surrounding 
landscape. 



UP-170.07
Wayfinding

Covered breezeways enable easy 
access to various components of the 
program, while simultaneously 
providing intuitive wayfinding. 



UP-170.08
Creating Connections 

Meanwhile, connected courtyards 
and porches frame views of the 
adjacent landscape and trees and 
the nearby gulf of Mexico and enable 
indoor activities to spill outside.



UP-170.09
Creating Connections 

Meanwhile, connected courtyards 
and porches frame views of the 
adjacent landscape and trees and 
the nearby gulf of Mexico and enable 
indoor activities to spill outside.
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2 South Elevation
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4 West Elevation



UP-170.10
Floor Plan
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